Spring
2019

Online
Course Catalog

Spring I

January 1-February 28

If These Walls Could Talk

.6 CEUs

The 6 Core Principles of
.6 CEUs/5 SEMIs
IDEA

Anchor charts and word walls are
essential elements of an effective
classroom. This session will
provide teachers with
information regarding the types
of anchor charts and how to
incorporate them into daily
instruction. In addition,
participants will learn how to
utilize interactive word walls to
build better vocabulary
acquisition in their students.

This course focuses on the major
tenets of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) and is geared towards
educators wanting an overview of
IDEA to identify areas in need of
deeper study. Primary topics
include free, appropriate public
education (FAPE), appropriate
evaluation, Individualized
Education Program (IEP), least
restrictive environment (LRE),
parent participation, and
Procedural Safeguards.

K-12

K-12

All Content Areas

Special Education

Differentiation Utilizing the
Scaffolding Document
.6 CEUs

Overview of the 2018 MS CCRS
for Science
.6 CEUs

This training is designed to help
participants implement writing in
early grades. Participants will
gain an understanding of the
challenges students may face as
they learn to write, acquire
knowledge of the developmental
stages of writing, and utilize best
practices for handwriting
instruction. In addition, various
instructional strategies for
teaching writing in the primary
grades will be explored.

Differentiation can often seem
like a daunting task to educators.
This session will help guide
participants through utilizing
the CCRS Scaffolding Document
to plan detailed instruction to
address misconceptions, develop
interventions, create
enrichments, and lead students
towards mastery of the
standards.

This session will introduce the
2018 Mississippi College- and
Career-Readiness Standards (MS
CCRS) for Science. An overview
of the organization of the new
standards with an explanation of
the components used in the
writing of the new document will
be included. The training will also
include implementation
strategies and suggestions for
developing lessons based on the
new standards.

K-3

K-12

K-12

Developing Young Writers

.6 CEUs

ELA

Math and ELA

Registration begins on November 19 at https://gsmu.mdek12.org

Science

Spring II
March 1-April 30

Reading Comprehension

.6 CEUs

Participants will become
familiar with the reciprocal
teaching strategy and close
reading, along with several other
research-based comprehension
strategies to improve reading
instruction before, during, and
after reading.

Escape rooms are being
implemented in classrooms
everywhere, and they can be in
yours too! During this course,
participants will break down the
components and considerations
of creating an escape room,
including designing a theme,
identifying materials needed,
aligning clues to the MS CCRS,
and developing a sense of
perseverance and team work.

K-12

3-12

ELA, Science, & SS

Writing in Science & SS

.6 CEUs

Writing should be an essential
part of the science and social
studies classroom. This session
will support science and social
studies teachers by providing
planning, instruction, and
assessment ideas and strategies
for writing specific to these
content areas.

6-12

.6 CEUs

Escape the Classroom

Science & SS

Writing Prompts for CCRS

.6 CEUs

This training is designed for
educators to develop an
understanding of the MS CCR
standards for writing.
Participants will engage in
hands-on activities including
creating “on-demand” writing
prompts through the exploration
of strategies for creating text
dependent questions, analyzing
writing prompts for planning
and instruction, as well as
learning to flip reading
standards into writing prompts.

K-8

ELA

All Content Areas

The PLAAFP

.6 CEUs

In this course, participants will
study an important component of
the IEP - the Present Levels of
Academic Achievement and
Functional Performance
(PLAAFP). Participants will learn
how to develop a comprehensive
PLAAFP not only compliant with
the law, but one that
communicates very clearly the
student's strengths and needs,
helping educators and parents to
design and implement an
appropriate educational program.

K-12

Registration begins on February 1 at https://gsmu.mdek12.org

Special Education

Full Spring
January 1-April 30

Determining the Needs for
Students with VI

1.2 CEUs

High-Leverage Practices in Special
Education
1.2 CEUs/10 SEMIs

This training is designed for teachers
who have or may have a student with a
visual impairment in their classroom.
Participants will understand how to
identify the needs, types of placements
available, types of accommodations
for instruction and testing, and
develop an appropriate plan that aligns
with the type of vision loss of the
student. This training event will
provide insight into what visual
impairment/ blindness truly means
and how to adapt teaching styles to
better serve this unique population of
students.

In this course, participants will learn
the 22 evidence-based practices every
teacher should know to improve
outcomes for students with
disabilities. With a heavy focus on
effective instructional practices, these
high-leverage practices (HLPs) were
compiled by a team of writers after
extensive research regarding "what
works" and presented in the book,
"High-Leverage Practices in Special
Education", published in 2017 by the
Council for Exceptional Children and
the CEEDAR Center.

K-12

K-12

All Content Areas

All Content Areas

Registration begins on November 19 at https://gsmu.mdek12.org.
Contact Dr. Kristina Livingston at klivingston@mdek12.org for more information.

Directions

To register for online learning
Early registration is available one month prior to the
start of each term at https://gsmu.mdek12.org with the
use of an access code. Access codes are only granted
to participants whose administrators have submitted a
PD Request Form to Dr. Kristina Livingston at
klivingston@mdek12.org.
Any additional available seats will open to the public
three weeks prior to the start of the course date also
found at https://gsmu.mdek12.org.
After participants have successfully registered through
GoSignMeUp (and added their teacher license
number), they will receive an email from the learning
management system, Canvas, instructing them to
finalize their registration.
Participants can register for no more than two courses
per term.

